Church as the Whore of Babylon. The sermon
attracted great attention., and fears were expressed
for the preacher's safety. The sub-prior of St.
Andrews was rebuked by his superior for permit-
ting such doctrines to be expounded, and it was
arranged that a debate should take place between
Knox and one of the champions of the university.
The contest was a very one-sided affair ; for, due
more to the incompetency of the Catholic repre-
sentative than to Knox's skill, the reforming
preacher easily won the battle. Since that plan
to silence Knox had failed, the sub-prior had the
pulpit of the church occupied every Sunday by a
Roman preacher. Knox thereupon confined his
preaching to weekdays. Large audiences came
to hear him, and several converts were made
among the townspeople.
Knox went from strength to strength as a
preacher in the town. In the castle, his influence
also grew rapidly, and he imposed religious
discipline upon the dissolute band of rebels. But
his triumph was short-lived. In June 1547 a fleet
of 21 French galleys, under Leo Strozzi, sailed
against St. Andrews. At the same time the
regent, Arran, renewed his attack from the land
side, and the rebels were compelled to surrender
after a few weeks. The French undertook to
transport the rebels to France, and allow any
who wished to go elsewhere to do so, provided that
they did not return to Scotland. At the beginning